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                  GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 1, 2015 - 10:00 am to 11:30 am
Central Public Library, Stevenson & Hunt Room - 251 Dundas Street


Call to Order – Abe Oudshoorn, Chair

Mission Statement - The London Homeless Coalition exists to advise, shape and coordinate community responses to homelessness, and related needs to the London area.

Introduction of and Welcome to those in Attendance
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Abe Oudshoorn, Chair			
Amanda Wright, LHRI, CURA		
Barbra Egelton, LHR
Betsy Odegaard, LHAC
Brittany Thibodeau, LIHC
Cheryl Wituik, Women’s Rural Resource Cen
Daanish Khan, Service Canada 
Dani Bartlett, Unitor Local 27 
David Culoren 
David Small, CMHA Middlesex
Deb Peckham, Independent
Deanna B. Babington, Kovacs Group Inc.  
Derek Dilabbio, Independent
Doreen Hodgkinson, LMIP
Grant Martin, London CAReS
Jan Richardson, Homeless Prevention, CoL 
Jessica Justrabo, CYN
Justin Carter, RISE 
Linda Carmichael, Independent 
Lorraine Stuyt, ADSTV
Marcia Gardiner, Independent
Martha Connoy, Mission Services
Martha Ludlow, TSACentre of Hope
Melissa Hardy-Trevenna, LSTAR
Michele Murray-Smith, SLCS
Michelle Lynne Goodfellow, Independent
Mirella Bryant, YOU
Nancy Powers, TSA-CoH
Nicole Kovacs, Kovacs Group Inc. 
Samantha Matty
Sean Hunter, GCCRC
Sharon Koivu, LHSC 
Sheila Kipping, SLCS
Shelley Yeo, WCH
Sonja Burke, RHAC
William Gordon 					


			
Approval of Agenda
Motion: To approve the agenda for June 1, 2015.
Moved: Michelle Lynne Goodfellow 
Seconded: Melissa Hardy-Trevenna 
Carried.        

Approval of Minutes of The General Membership Meeting May 4, 2015
Motion: To approve the minutes of the meeting on May 4, 2015. 
Moved: Shelley Yeo
Seconded: Michelle Lynne Goodfellow 
Carried.

Presentations
Justin Carter, RISE Asset Development
Justin provided a presentation on the RISE Asset Development program and opportunities located in London, ON. The presentation is provided below. 
	 







Business Arising from May 4, 2015 minutes
7.1	Active Membership List – Abe 
Information regarding membership types is available online at the London Homeless Coalition www.londonhomeless.ca. Typically one member per organization is provided voting privileges. 

	7.2	Call for Participation: Ad-Hoc Communications Committee – Michelle 
A working group has been formed to develop strategies for communication to involve the
broader community in homeless work. A meeting will be held on June 2, 2015 at 12:00 pm. Please
send an email to LHC if interested in participating in this committee. 

	7.3  	World Homeless Action Day Plan – Abe 
	The International World Homeless Action Day takes place each year on October 10th.  The
	 Memorial Committee is hosting an event to recognize lives lost to homelessness on the evening of Thursday October 8th, 2015. Anyone interested in hosting an event or activity on October 8th, 2015 should email LHC or Abe Oudshoorn.  Shelley Yeo offered to book the Covent Garden Market outdoor space starting at 3:00 pm on this day for Soup n’ Bread. 

    Donations and Sponsorship Policy - Abe
A comprehensive donations and sponsorship policy has been developed. The document highlights the process to appropriately recognize donors and sponsors. 




Motion: Approval of Donations and Sponsorship Policy with the revision that specific funds can be directed to the designated fund, event, or activity. 
Moved: Mirella Bryant 
Seconded: Michelle Lynne Goodfellow
Carried.    

Support for Poverty Reduction Fund applications - Abe
The London Homeless Coalition will provide a letter of support to London agencies/organizations that are submitting a proposal if their work aligns with the mission of the London Homeless Coalition. If interested, agencies/organizations may forward the EOI along with any additional details to the London Homeless Coalition email. 

			
Standing Items

City Updates – Jan Richardson, Manager, Homeless Prevention
	
City of London Work Stoppage 
Information on the work stoppage is located on the City of London website.  It is updated regularly. At this time The Ontario Works office is open for limited hours from 10am to 2pm at 151 Dundas Street, 2nd Floor Market Tower. The phone line (519-661-4520) is open from 8:30am to 4:30pm for inquiries, urgent issues and for clients to inform the office of any changes. Clients should not call or e-mail their caseworker. 

The Housing Access Centre at 379 Dundas Street is closed and phones will not be answered. Rent Geared to Income Assisted Housing applications will not be accepted in-person at this location but may be left in the mail slot at the door. Applications and changes in circumstances can be mailed to City Hall or dropped off at the Ontario Works office, 2nd Floor Market Tower (151 Dundas Street) or dropped off in the mail slot at the Housing Access Centre at 379 Dundas St.  

Request for Proposals related to the London Housing Stability Bank are available on the City of London’s website. Two question and answer meetings will be held for interested groups/organizations. The application period closes in late July. 

Applications will continue to be accepted for the position with the Homelessness Prevention team at the City of London.  

Homeless Prevention System for London
Southwest Ontario Aboriginal Health Access Centre is providing an Aboriginal competency certificate program. Please visit www.culturalcompetency.ca/training/ontario for more information.  

Homelessness Partnering Strategy 
The Homelessness Partnering Strategy is federal funding provided to the City of London, as the community entity, under the direction of the London Homeless Coalition, serving as the Community Advisory Board.  The funding is aimed at preventing and reducing homelessness across Canada under a Housing First approach.  

The successful projects were announced last month and the projects are now moving forward. 

Update from Steering Committee – Abe 
 
Housing for vulnerable persons working group 
The working group is meeting on a regular basis every other week. We are seeing increased focus and attention on this issue. The working group continues to work collaboratively towards a strategy. 

Fair Elections Act
The Fair Elections Act has been voted into law municipally. The Act contains provisions that were of concern to the coalition – specifically that 2 pieces of government identification are needed to be eligible to vote. The Federal case will go before the judge in July. The two things that can be done to help those who want to vote are to encourage clients to submit their taxes and support ID replacement. 

8.3 Memorial Committee- Grant Martin on behalf of Brandon Agnew 
The Memorial Committee is in the midst of solidifying the itinerary, logistics, and any required permits for the event on Thursday October 8th, 2015. 

Updates from Other Committees that Members Serve On
London Housing Advisory Committee  - Deb provided an update from the most recent meeting of the Committee. 

General Announcements

9.1  Women’s Community House - Fundraiser - Grand House Party - Grand Theatre - June 19, 2015.  For tickets or additional information call 519-672-8800 or visit www.grandhouseparty.ca
 

9.2  ARTY-PARTY – a silent auction fundraiser in support of the Unity Project for Relief of Homelessness in London at The Palace Theatre on June 20, 2015. For tickets or additional information visit www.upwithart.ca 





Other Business
Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy – Consultation 
Jan Richardson facilitated a consultation process related to the Ontario Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy. The consultation focused on the second theme provided in the Consultation Discussion Guide. The response is due July 3, 2015. More information can be found at www.ontario.ca/affordablehousing 
 
Date and Time for Next LHC General Meeting
Monday, July 6, 2015 Central Library Stevenson & Hunt Room, main floor

Standing Item: Mobile Response and Enhanced Crisis Services 

Adjournment at 11:25 am


London Homeless Coalition Steering Committee: Abe Oudshoorn, Grant Martin, Deb Peckham, Melissa Hardy-Trevenna, Mirella Bryant, Susan Macphail, Shelley Yeo, Michelle Lynne Goodfellow, Justin Langille, Jan Richardson
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