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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, October 1, 2012
10:10 am – 11:40 am

1. Call to Order – Abe Oudshoorn, Vice-Chair

2. Mission Statement
The London Homeless Coalition exists to advise, shape and coordinate community responses to homelessness, and related needs for the London area.

3. Introduction of and welcome to those in attendance
Abe Oudshoorn, UWO School of Nursing			Mirella Bryant, YOU
Stacy Cook, London Housing Registry			Dick Rastin, Street Connection
Justine Langille						Kate Cowan, United Way
Pam Hill, Addiction Services of Thames Valley		Grant Martin, London CAReS
Doreen Hodgkinson, Elizabeth Fry Society 		Helene Diesbourg, Sisters of St. Josephs 	
Shelley Yeo, Women’s Community House			Nancy Powers, Salvation Army Centre of Hope
Jan Richardson, City of London				Mara Fortino, HPS
Kristy Cairns, My Sisters’ Place 				Susan Macphail, My Sisters’ Place
Katy Harold, Sexual Assault Centre London		Derek Dilabbio, Private Sector
Keri Walker, CMHA					Mike Godin, CMHA
Gordon Russell, Mission Services				Josh Browne, City of London
Jan Regan, City of London (recorder)
		
The details of the attendance sheet related to committees were provided to the Steering Committee.
	
4. Approval of Agenda
Motion:	To approve the agenda for October 1, 2012
Moved:	The agenda was moved for approval by Grant Martin
Seconded:  Dick Rastin
Carried.

5. Approval of Minutes 
Motion:	To approve the minutes of September 10, 2012
Moved: The minutes were moved for approval by Helene Diesbourg
Seconded:  Dick Rastin
Carried.

6. Business Arising from September 10, 2012 minutes

6.1 Community Forum and Report re: Programs and Services Available to Meet the Needs of Young, Homeless Pregnant Women
The Steering Committee concluded that the London Homeless Coalition would like to work with three agencies/servcies who, together, could coordinate a community forum.

Action:  Gordon Russell will contact the Children’s Aid Society (CAS), High Risk Infant Group and London Crisis Pregnancy Centre to move forward with community discussions and planning. 

6.2 Community Plan on Homelessness – Direction 1.1 – Community Forum
The Steering Committee is focussing on Direction 1.1 of the London Community Plan on Homelessness – “Realign housing & homelessness committees”.

A ‘by invitation only’ community forum is confirmed for Monday, October 29, 2012 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at the Kinsmen Recreation Centre, (20 Granville Ave., off Wharncliffe between Oxford and Riverside) and will be facilitated by Jen Kirkham.  
The purpose of the forum is for participants to enhance their understanding of what each committee does and where there is an overlap.  Formal invitations will be sent this week to the chair/designate of identified agencies and participation is encouraged. 

Action: 
i) Gordon Russell will follow up with Derek Dilabbio, private sector representative.
ii) Information gathered at the forum will be shared with the LHC general membership.

6.3 ODSP Office Closure and Impact on Clients
With the pending closure of ODSP offices in the area, (ie. St. Thomas) there is concern related to the potential impact to clients, including accessibility, transportation, caseload and staffing.

Action: The St. Thomas Homeless Action Group held their meeting and thanked London for their support.  A letter outlining concerns of the potential impact to clients was drafted and sent to City Council and Queens Park.

7. Standing Items

7.1 Steering Committee Update 
Information reported on under Business Arising and Other Business.

7.2 City Updates – Jan Richardson

i) Community Services Committee Reports

· Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative – September 10, 2012
http://sire.london.ca/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=349&doctype=AGENDA

· Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative – October 22, 2012
An update report will be presented to the Community Services Committee.  Details of the report will be provided at the next meeting.

		ii)	Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative (CHPI) / Provincial Funding
a) The Province of Ontario has announced changes to the policies and funding for homelessness programs and services. 

The Province is consolidating five existing, separately funded programs into one funding envelope named the Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative (CHPI).  This will provide greater flexibility by municipalities to use the funding to address local homelessness related priorities. The five housing and homelessness programs include:
· Consolidated Homelessness Prevention Program;
· Emergency Energy Fund;
· Emergency Hostel Services; 
· Domiciliary Hostel Program; and
· Provincial Rent Bank.

b) Effective December 31, 2012 the following programs will be eliminated:
· Community Start-Up and Maintenance Benefit (CSUMB) available to individuals on OW/ODSP; 
· Personal Needs Allowance (PNA) for individuals residing in shelter.

The September 10th committee report identified agencies that will lose their funding due to these changes.  


To prepare for the changes City staff are embarking on a community engagement process to work with a wide group of stakeholders to develop service and program principles and new funding arrangements.  Meetings with the shelter providers have already started.

There was discussion regarding these changes and the potential impact the elimination of CSUMB would have on individuals/families receiving social assistance. The membership is concerned that individuals in the community are unaware of these changes.  

The London Homeless Coalition, with the support of the City of London, is asking to create a communication for public dissemination and for those individuals/families receiving social assistance.

Motion: 
1) To prepare a public dissemination from the London Homeless Coalition advising of the elimination of CSUMB effective December 31, 2012
2) To request that Ontario Works create a cheque insert for distribution with the November benefit cheque and, if possible, post notification in the office
3) To request that ODSP create a cheque insert and post notification in their office

Moved:  Nancy Powers
Seconded: Dick Rastin
Carried.

Actions:
i) Abe Oudshoorn will draft the public communication.
ii) Jan Richardson will continue to provide update reports to the LHC and Steering Committee.

7.3 Homeless Outreach Network Update – World Homeless Action Day – Abe Oudshoorn
World Homeless Action Day: Wednesday, October 10th from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.  The London Homeless Outreach Network, the London Homeless Coalition, St. Paul’s Cathedral and St. Peters Catholic Basilica are working together to build a cardboard town on the lawn of St. Paul’s Cathedral.  Individuals and organizations are invited to pay a fee to construct a house/houses out of cardboard in the cardboard town.  The purpose is to raise awareness about the need for affordable housing in London. Any money raised will support the memorial project.

7.4	Memorial Update – Nancy Powers 
The Memorial working group continues to meet on the first Monday of the month from 9:00 am – 10:00 am.  

Communications Group
Work continues regarding the sharing of information once a death has occurred including the tracking of deaths, what the service will look like, etc.

Fundraising Group
A power point presentation and speaking notes have been developed to share with businesses to encourage donations towards the memorial.  A presentation was made to LStar in October.  

There was discussion regarding holding the memorial services at the same time as the Soup ‘N Bread.



Actions:  
i)  Jan Richardson is working with City Parks and Recreation regarding the memorial location and installation.
ii)  Members were asked to consider possible businesses to approach to deliver the fundraising presentation to.

7.5	Updates from representatives serving on other committees – 
i)	London Housing Advisory Committee (LHAC) held their first meeting September 12, 2012.  They thanked the London Homeless Coalition for their support and made a motion to receive the minutes of the LHC general membership meetings.

8. Other Business
	
8.1 Emerging Trends and Concerns 
At the London CAReS Community Committee meeting of September 24, 2012 it was discussed that street involved individuals are experiencing more stress, more immediate need of services and exhibiting more violent behaviours.  Agencies are experiencing an increase in the numbers of individuals seeking services, their frustration levels and are looking at ways for more collaboration and development of wrap around services.

Action: Add to the next meeting agenda for further conversation.

8.2 Methadone Clinic 
A public participation meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, October 17th at 7:00 pm at Centennial Hall (550 Wellington St, north of City Hall).

8.3	CSUMB Letter
A letter has been forwarded on behalf of the LHC general membership to the Premier and cc’d to local MPP’s highlighting concerns with the elimination of the Community Start-Up and Maintenance Benefit.  

9. Announcements
· The United Way is hosting a community conversation to highlight their research on payday lending in London and to seek input into ways that financial institutions and social services can better support individuals and families.  The session is scheduled for Wednesday, October 17, 2012; 1:00 -3:00pm at the London Convention Centre.
· Soup ‘N Bread is confirmed for November 23, 2012
· Street Connection Harley Davidson Triple 7 Lottery tickets are available.  Visit www.streetconnection.ca for more details.
10. Next Meeting:  Monday, November 5, 2012 – 10:00 am – 11:30 am, Committee Room 1

11.	Meeting Adjournment:  11:40am
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