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NATIONAL CONTEXT



EMERGENCY SHELTER BEDS



TRANSITIONAL AND VAW BEDS



GOVERNMENT OF CANADA STATS

 1,086 shelters; 28,495 shelter beds

 146,726 unique individuals accessed shelter

 5,263,182 shelter bed nights



STUCK IN SHELTER



ROOT CAUSES: SOCIAL SPENDING



ROOT CAUSES: AFFORDABLE HOUSING



AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEED



LOCAL NEED

Active households on RGI waitlist 2013 = 2,341



LOCAL CHALLENGES



HOMELESS PEOPLE IN LONDON HAVE POOR HEALTH



LOCAL SHELTER USAGE

 330 emergency shelter beds, consistent 85% occupancy





UTAH

 Reduced chronic homelessness by 74%

 On target to end chronic homelessness this year

 Housing focused

 Intensive case management

 Rents at 30% of social assistance



MEDICINE HAT, ALBERTA

 Housing focused

 Shelter use from 1,147 (2008) to 709 (with 765 people housed)

 Shelter length of stay average from 14 to 6 nights

 On track to end chronic homelessness this year (38% of homeless population)

 Naming and case managing each individual/family

 To date, 55% housed in market rent housing



LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA



AT HOME/CHEZ SOI



HOUSING MAKES SENSE



AND HOUSING WITH SUPPORTS



LOCAL MODELS



LOCAL GOALS

 Orders to reside project

 Integrated homeless information system

 Community plan on youth homelessness

 Community plan on street involved sex workers

 Coordinated intake

 Shelter specialization

 More housing with support



OUR PAST ISSUES

 Home Repairs Benefit

 Community Start Up Benefit (CSUMB)

 Closure of St. Thomas ODSP Office

 Closure of Bethesda Centre

 Against cuts to the  Affordable Housing Fund

 Endorsed U.N. Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples

 Endorsed Homes for Women

 Endorsed P.A.W.S.

 Protocol for how to deal with people experiencing 
homelessness when events take place in the 
Downtown Core

 SARC recommendation that ODSP rates be 
immediately increased by $100

 HPS Funding and London Aboriginals

 Needs of Urban Aboriginals in London

 Harm Reduction

 Fair Elections Act and elimination of vouching

 Canada’s Affordable Housing Crisis

 Support the Housing Development Corporation

 Requested an inquest into the death of an individual at 
an unlicensed group home



OUR PAST ACTIONS

 Installation of the London Homeless Memorial

 Soup ‘n Bread twice a year

 Election platforms

 Advocacy on preceding issues

 Aboriginal homelessness learning day

 Rewriting of terms of reference

 Championing response for young, pregnant, homeless women

 Website and social media development



OUR GOALS AND OUR FOCUS?

1. Homeless memorial service

2. ?

3. ?

4. ?


