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– “ALL OUR SISTERS”
author, Susan Scott

All Our Sisters 2014  –  Changing the Story

In May 2014, London Ontario will be the host city for the ALL OUR SISTERS 
2014 NATIONAL FORUM.

Drawing from the best of: 

innovative and promising practices, 

knowledge exchange, 

creative arts, 

community development, 

stories and demonstrations of recovery, resilience and success, 

This Forum will foster the development of new collaborations. We will 
learn new and old ways of mobilizing and we will plan to identify, set 
and commit to taking actions to guarantee that women from coast 
to coast have safe, accessible and sustainable housing options.

Guided by women of lived experience to frame the forum's activities…

•

•

•

•

•

In May 2011, the first All Our Sisters 
conference drew about 500 people 
to London, Ontario. About a third of 
them were women who knew all too 
well what it’s like to sleep in a beat- 
up vehicle, on a mat, or on a 
friend’s couch; many of them had 
endured far worse than that. The 
conference gave them a platform 
which they seized with alacrity and, 
right from the opening session, the 
women found their collective voice 
– loud and clear. 

With courage, tears and laughter 
they told about their struggles with 
social services; their children, their 
dealers and their pimps. They also 
told about the exhilaration of finally 
obtaining their own front-door key in 
their fifties and of women helping 
each other. We made enduring 
friendships and found new supports.

Next year’s conference will take the 
process one step further looking at 
out-of-the-box solutions and actions 
to end the disgrace of women’s 
homelessness in Canada.

You’re invited to participate in

ALL OUR SISTERS 2014

Mission:  

Vision: 

Together, in an open forum, we will focus on safe, 
sustainable housing for women coast to coast. Through 
dialogue, research and lived experience we will initiate, 
engage and be the change to promote security of housing 
and safe communities for all women coast to coast.

Building and sustaining a national network to improve 
women's access to safe, secure and affordable housing. 

Unite Our Voices ... 
Be The Change 
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The Content of the

Forum

With your participation ...

ALL OUR SISTERS 2014 

NATIONAL FORUM     

will strive to provide 

the platform to break 

down “The Edge” 

and find new ways 

to build gender-

sensitive strategies 

for safe communities 

and housing security 

for women from 

coast to coast.   

Connecting to The Edge:

Challenging The Edge:

Leading The Edge:

What is The Edge?

How are you connected to The Edge? 

 Speaking Truth

 Stepping Out of the Box

 A Call to Action!

  

The Edge is a place of tension where our comfort and discomfort meet. It 

is where our desire to make change meets the reality of what it means to 

make change.  The edge is an opportunity to step out of one's comfort 

area, break down barriers, build innovative strategies for women and 

communities, create options for safe and secure housing, and to make a 

commitment to take action.

Are you a woman with lived experience of homelessness? 

Do you know a woman with lived experience of homelessness?

Are you involved in innovative practices, strategies, research?

Are you an advocate?

Do you have skill building tools to share?

Are you a service provider? 

Have you started a grass roots or unique service?

Do you want to share your Community Plan on Housing and 
Homelessness?

Do you have skills and experience in political action?

Are you a multimedia or performance artist?

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The All Our Sisters 2014 

Forum invites you to join a 

community of presenters 

from coast to coast with 

diverse backgrounds, 

experience, and passion. 



Do you have a story to tell? 

We will …

On the first day of ALL OUR SISTERS 2014 NATIONAL FORUM  we will hear 

from women from coast to coast with expertise and lived experience of 

homelessness. 

Hearing the voices of women and their realities will reveal barriers to 

attaining safe and sustainable housing  such as: 

It will be an opportunity to also hear from those who are working with and 

for the women and their children. 

Hear stories from women with lived experience

Explore gender-analysis of homelessness / security of housing

Learn about grass roots initiatives

Examine governmental, institutional and systemic barriers

Hear about participatory research

See through the eyes of the service provider

•

•

•

•

•

•

Connecting to ‘The Edge’
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Speaking Truth

Unite Our Voices ... 
Be The Change 

Day One

Aboriginal women 

are greatly over 

represented in the 

homeless population 

in Canada. This is a 

national crisis and a 

disgrace. I call on all 

Canadians to take 

action to ensure that 

Anishinaabe-Kwewag 

(Aboriginal women) 

and their families of 

this Land, have safe 

and secure homes 

and communities.

– Alice Olsen Williams
Artist and Activist

Curve Lake First Nation 

• • • 
• • i • 
• • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • 

ability HIV/AIDS race
abuse mmigration region specific realities
age incarceration  (North, rural, urban) 
class isolation sex work
colonization language sexual orientation
culture mental health trafficking
drug involvement mothering unemployment
gender identification nationality violence
health poverty
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Unite Our Voices ... 
Be The Change 

Day Two

The Edge is 

unwritten –

it invites us to 

act.

Challenging ‘The Edge’

What are you doing to challenge The Edge? 

We will do this through a focus on …

The second day of ALL OUR SISTERS 2014 NATIONAL FORUM  is about      

“how we do it”.  We will draw on insights and experience and share       

new and old ways to mobilize to drive change forward. 

Combining success stories with practical tools

Learning about innovative strategies in community development 
and Community Plans

Breaking down the barriers to services 

Sharing lessons about advocacy

Learning how to use participatory research

Talking about solutions coming from the ground up

Learning to mobilize Governments – participation in politics

Building on our strengths and assets

Learning new skills and re-creating old skills

Building momentum to take action

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Stepping Out of The Box
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Unite Our Voices ... 
Be The Change 

Day Three

Leading ‘The Edge’

Now What?  Let's dare to dismantle the Edge.  

We will accomplish this by …

On the third day of ALL OUR SISTERS 2014 NATIONAL FORUM , we will create 

a NEW EDGE. We will transform stories, truth, tools, research and practices 

into CHANGE … changing perceptions, breaking down barriers, reframing 

the Edge! 

We will draw on insights and experience, sharing new and old ways to 

mobilize and drive change forward…things we can do together today, 

tomorrow and into the future.

We will envision, build, and commit to actions that will make a lasting 

difference in the housing safety, security and stability of women coast to 

coast.

Developing our own actions & models to promote change

Collaborating towards next steps

Making commitments to take our tools & actions home

Taking on leadership roles to dismantle The Edge 

Uniting our voices – taking it to the streets

•

•

•

•

•

A Call to Action!

Action happens

because WE

make it happen.
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IMPORTANT NOTES:

DEADLINE for Submissions:

December 20, 2013

Only  submissions
received by this date

will be considered

COMPLETE

PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

invitation to
present

Acceptance of submission will 
provide a maximum of 2 

complimentary 1-day registrations 
(for the day of presentation only / 

per presentation) - these registrations 
can be used by presentation 

authors only

If you are submitting more than one 
proposal, please present a separate 

submission for each

IMPORTANT NOTE:
• 
•

all correspondence will be with the primary contact only
 it is the primary contact's responsibility to distribute information 

   appropriately to all other presenters.

Full name of 
CONTACT PERSON:

Organization (optional):

Position (optional):

Email Address:

Telephone Number:

Fax Number:

Postal Address:

City / Province:

Postal Code:

While the Forum's preferred means of correspondence is email, it is 

understood that access is not possible for everyone.   

In the case of no email access, please indicate your preferred alternate 

method of communication: FAX MAIL

Preferred Language of Correspondence: English   or   French

o o 

o o 

ALL OUR SISTERS 2014 PRESENTER ASSISTANCE FUND:

•

• www.alloursisters.ca

a limited monetary fund will be available to support the participation 
of presenters.

please consult for further details & application form 

ALTERNATE WAY TO APPLY!
Maybe you have never 

"submitted a proposal" before, but 
have an idea or some unique 

experience?  Send us a brief email or 
give us a call and we will work to 

match you with others who want to 
work on your idea, or we can 

provide someone who can coach 
you as you write your proposal.   

We value your ideas and hope that 
we can partner with you!

Contact Heather Reid at 
hreid@innovcc.ca 

or  519-652-0364

Second National Forum on Security of Housing and 

Safe Communities for Women Coast to Coast

May 12–14, 2014



SELECTION PROCESS

•

•

January 17, 2014

all complete submissions will be
 reviewed by the All Our Sisters 2014 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

notification regarding selection of 
presentation will be provided no 

later than  
to the primary contact

ASSISTANCE FUND

•

•

a limited monetary fund may be 
available to support the 
participation of presenters

please consult 

www.alloursisters.ca for further 
details

HOW TO SUBMIT

•

•

•

•

we strongly encourage you to 
submit using the online form at 
www.alloursisters.ca 

download this INVITATION TO 
PRESENT form and email your 
submission to: 
hreid@innovcc.ca

mail your printed version to:

All Our Sisters 2014
Innovative Conferences & 
Communications
PO Box 319, 59 Millmanor Place
Delaware, Ontario, Canada
N0L 1E0

fax your printed version to:  
519-652-5015

presenter information

Number of Presenters: ________

Presenter(s)Details:  provide first and last name of all presenters

 provide a 3 sentence biography of each 

   presenter.  Details may include personal 

   story, work experience and/or education.

 this section needs to be presented on a separate page

Title of 
Presentation:   must accurately reflect the content of the presentation

 Presenter(s): please provide name(s) of speakers /authors 

   with place of employment (if applicable)

Summary of Presentation: (50 words maximum) - informative description to 
be used in promotional brochure, if accepted).

Full Description: (250 words maximum - Times New Roman 12 point):

 - What do you hope to achieve with this presentation?

 - How will you involve the audience?

 - How will this presentation benefit the audience?

 - please identify 2-3 tools / take-aways / lessons learned

Preferred Length of Presentation:  30 mins     45 mins     60 mins
please allow time for Question & Answer

Preferred Format of Presentation:

 - these live presentations can take a variety of forms: 
panel, roundtable, individual paper, workshop, creative expression 
(ie., play, video)

 - displays that share knowledge in printed form 

Please indicate your preferred format of presentation:

session       poster       either

all complete submissions will be reviewed by the 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

notification regarding selection of presentation will be provided no 

later than January 17, 2014 to the primary contact

•

•

objectives

audience participation

relevance

Sessions

Posters

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION:

    

a)

d)

a)

b)

SELECTION PROCESS:

•

•

Important 
Notes: •

•

•

b)

c)

•

take-aways

o o o 

o o o 

All Our Sisters 2014 

DEADLINE REMINDER

• THE DEADLINE for SUBMISSIONS is 
DECEMBER 20, 2013


